The Bibliographical Society

Annual General Meeting 2011

The Society’s Annual General Meeting for 2011 will be held on Tuesday, 18 October 2011 at 5.30 at Christie’s, 8 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QT.  An exhibition drawn from Christie’s archives will be on display, and tours of the nearby London Library will be offered.

Christie’s, the world’s largest fine art auctioneer, was founded in 1766 by James Christie’s. Within the first decade Christie’s auctioned the library of John Ratcliffe, soon followed by that of Samuel Johnson, and other notable libraries through subsequent centuries.  Margaret Ford, Head of the Department of Books and Manuscripts will introduce Lynda McLeod, Christie’s archivist, to speak about Christie’s historic archive, and highlights will be on view.  Members will also be offered tours of the nearby London Library, the world’s oldest independent lending library.  Since 1845 it has occupied a handsome building on St. James’s Square. Among its special collections are Art, Bibliography, Food and Drink, Topography, and Religion, as well as strong foreign-language holdings.  Founding members were Thomas Carlyle Gladstone, and Thackeray, and later members have included Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Rudyard Kipling, T.S. Eliot; Tom Stoppard is its current President.  Jane Oldfield, Deputy Librarian, will give a brief talk about its collections and lead tours through the Library.  Refreshments will be served at Christie’s.  
Members may bring guests, but they may not vote in any motion that may be put to the AGM.  In order to facilitate entry and to guage numbers for catering, members intending to come are requested to notify the Hon. Secretary by post or email not later than 13 October.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name:

I shall attend the Bibliographical Society AGM at Christie’s at 5.30.

I shall / shall not bring a guest.  The name of my guest is:

Please return to the Hon. Secretary, The Bibliographical Society, c/o Institute of English Studies, Room 304, Senate House, Malet Street WC1E 7HU (tel: 020 7862 8679 or e-mail: admin@bibsoc.org.uk).

