THE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
C/O Institute of English Studies, School of Advanced Study, University of London, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU

SUMMER VISIT 2009

The Summer Visit for 2009 will be to Thomas Plume’s Library, Market Hill, Maldon, Essex, on Thursday 2 July, beginning at 2.15pm.  Mrs Erica Wylie, librarian, will introduce the library, its history, collections, and present activities.  There will be an exhibition drawn from the collections, which Mrs Wylie has kindly offered to tailor, where possible, to the interests of members on the visit.  Tea will be available at a local teashop in Maldon following the visit.

The visit is open to all members of the Society, without charge, but numbers are limited and those intending to come must notify the Hon. Secretary by post or e-mail not later than 25 June.  Guests may be permitted if numbers allow, but preference will be given to members; places will be allocated as replies are received and confirmation will be sent.  There may be a small charge for tea.

The most convenient rail station is Chelmsford (9 miles), and those travelling by car who would be willing to offer lifts to and from Chelmsford station are asked to indicate this at the time of registration.  Detailed travel instructions will be circulated closer to the date.

Thomas Plume established the library in his will, leaving c. 7000 volumes on the theology, natural philosophy, medicine, astronomy, practical mechanics, etc., in addition to funds for future keepers, and an acquisition fund of 20 shillings per annum.  The majority of his books survives intact in the building Plume had rebuilt to house them.  The room is accessible only via a spiral staircase.  On the ground floor is the Maeldune Heritage Centre, and other sights of interest in Maldon are the churches of All Saints (13th-century) and St Mary’s (12th-century), Moot Hall (15th-century) and Hythe  Quay, part of the old port.

Name: 








Tel:

Address:

E-mail address:

I would like to attend the Summer visit to Thomas Plume’s Library on Thursday, 2 July.

I would like to bring the following guest:

Acknowledgements will be sent to respondents.  Please return completed forms to Margaret Ford, Hon. Secretary, The Bibliographical Society, c/o Institute of English Studies, Room 304, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU (tel: 020 7862 8679, fax: 020 7862 8720, e-mail: admin@bibsoc.org.uk). 

