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TUESDAY, 27 MAY 2014 
Abbey to City: Early Printing and the Stationers’ Company 

The 2014 Stationers’ Archive Event 

to celebrate the publication of peter blayney’s the stationers’ company and the printers of london, 1501-1557 
by cambridge university press, the library and archives committee is pleased to invite you to abbey to city. 
                       

Tuesday, 27 May 2014 
Exhibition from 5.30 pm to 9.15 pm 
Speakers at 6.30 pm and finger buffet at 8.00 pm 
 
 

The evening will focus on the early history of the printed book in England, in the period before the in-
corporation of the Stationers’ Company in 1557. It will include a talk by Peter Blayney himself, touching on 
episodes from the lives of early stationers, as well as talks on early bindings and on the overlap in the use of 
manuscript and print in the period. 
 

The exhibition, curated by Liveryman Matthew Payne, Keeper of the Muniments at Westminster Abbey, 
will illustrate the first years of English printing, with William Caxton’s arrival in the precincts of Westminster 
Abbey, and the move by Wynkyn de Worde, Caxton’s successor, from the Abbey to Fleet Street in 1500.  
Exhibits from the archives of the Stationers’ Company and the Abbey will include examples of printing by 
Caxton, Wynkyn de Worde, Richard Pynson, and other early stationers, as well as the fine bindings which 
house them. 
 

The three distinguished speakers will be introduced by Court Assistant Paul Wilson, Chairman of the Library 
and Archives Committee. 
 

Peter W. M. Blayney is an independent scholar widely considered to be the leading expert on the book 
trade in Tudor and early Stuart London. His latest book on the Stationers’ Company has been called ‘an  
extraordinary feat of scholarship. Any future writing about this period by book historians, bibliographers, 
students of censorship and of press control, and literary or textual scholars will have to use his book as a 
starting point’. 
 

Professor Julia Boffey is Professor of Medieval Studies at Queen Mary, University of London. She has  
written widely on early English literature, especially 15th century poetry. Recent publications include  
Manuscript and Print in London, c. 1475-1530 and Companion to Fifteenth-Century English Poetry.  
 

Dr David Pearson is Director of Culture, Heritage and Libraries at the City of London Corporation, as well as 
a liveryman of the Company. He is an acknowledged expert in the history of the book, with particular  
emphasis on books as artefacts, and on the history of bookbinding. He is author of Provenance Research in 
Book History, Oxford Bookbinding 1500-1640, English Bookbinding Styles 1450-1800 and most recently 
Books as History: The importance of books beyond their texts. He is a former President of the Bibliograph-
ical Society. 
 

Book your places now for this fascinating evening, which will include drinks and a finger buffet.     
 

The closing date for applications is Tuesday, 13 May 2014 after which there will be no refunds. Please  
book online at www.stationers.org/events or complete the form below and return it, with your cheque,  
as soon as possible.  

               Please reserve me   .......... place(s) at £25 each. I enclose a cheque for £   .............       made payable to the Stationers’ Company 

               To: Giles Fagan, Deputy Clerk, Stationers’ Hall, Ave Maria Lane, London EC4M 7DD 
            ABBEY TO CITY  —  Tuesday,  27 May 2014 

                   

 

 

                Name (Title, first, surname) ........................................................................................... .....Email address  .......................................................................  

 

               Address and Postcode ................................................................................................ Telephone number ...................................................... 

                

 

 

 

Title..............................Forename..........................................................................................Surname................................................................................................................ 

Title..............................Forename..........................................................................................Surname.................................................................................................................. 

Title..............................Forename..........................................................................................Surname................................................................................................................ 

Title..............................Forename..........................................................................................Surname.................................................................................................................. 

Names of Guest(s) 

Special Dietary Requirements............................................................................................................................. ....................................................................................... 

http://www.stationers.org/events

